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MARCH 22, 2020  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

 WORSHIP AT 10 AM 

 

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: God is in the water that restores our soul. 

All:   And God is in the night when we lose our way. 

One: God is in today and tomorrow, raising up leaders, prophets and dreamers. 

All:   And God is in the wilderness with us—every step of  the way. 

One: So with confidence we declare— 

All:   If  God is in those spaces, then God is surely here. 

One: Let us worship the God of  creation. 

All:   Let us worship the God of  wilderness spaces.     

CALL TO CONFESSION  

As children of  God’s light, we are called to do what is pleasing to the Lord: to participate 

in what is good and right and true, and expose what is unfruitful and evil. Knowing that 

we turn from the light, we bring our confession to God, so that what is hidden in us          

becomes visible, and the shadows of  our hearts may be illumined by grace.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION          

Jesus of  Nazareth, there are stories of  you healing the blind all over scripture. You 

were constantly opening people’s eyes. So today we confess that we often choose to 

keep our eyes closed. We turn away from injustice in our world, worried you might 

ask us to work for change. We close our eyes to our privilege, because the truth is  

uncomfortable. We avoid eye contact with those who are suffering to avoid                  

identifying with their pain. Forgive us for failing to be your Church in the world. 

Guide us from the depths of  our wilderness into your light. [silent confession] Amen.  

L I V I N G  H O P E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

We thank you, O God, for your steadfast love and forgiveness. Guide us, we pray, through 

the life and love you show us in Jesus the Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen.  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are read and proclaimed,        

so that by the power of  your Holy Spirit we may see what is good and right and true.            

And seeing, help us to do what is pleasing to you, so that your glory becomes visible in           

our words and deeds. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.   

FIRST READING Ephesians 5:8-14  

8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of  light—
9for the fruit of  the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what 

is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of  darkness, but instead expose 

them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything     

exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore 

it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’   

SECOND READING John 9:1-41  

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4We must work the works of  him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 

one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of  the world.’ 6When he had said 

this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 

eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of  Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is 

he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the 

man.’  10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered,           

‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and 

wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’     

He said, ‘I do not know.’ 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a       

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began 

to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I 

washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of  the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he 

does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 



3 

signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about 

him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of  the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who 

you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, 

nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of  age. He will speak for himself.’     
22His parents said this because they were afraid of  the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 

that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of  the synagogue. 
23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of  age; ask him.’ 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,  

‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said 

to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He answered them, ‘I have 

told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 

want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we 

are disciples of  Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 

not know where he comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do 

not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not 

listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since 

the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of  a person born blind.      
33If  this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were 

born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe 

in the Son of  Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 

him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, 

‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgment 

so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40Some of  

the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’              
41Jesus said to them, ‘If  you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,               

“We see”, your sin remains. 

SERMON “The Wilderness of  Isolation”  Will Houts 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         from A BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  
Jesus proclaimed the reign of  God: 
 preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
 teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
 healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
 eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
 and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
 Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of  human pain 
 and giving his life for the sins of  the world. 

God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life,  
 breaking the power of  sin and evil,  
 delivering us from death to life eternal.  Amen.   

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

[The following printed prayers will not be used in the broadcast on Sunday, March 22 at 10 am. 

Please use for your home devotions as desired. ] 

God our faithful Shepherd, we depend on you for everything we need:  

 for daily food, for guidance and protection,  

 for healing in injury and comfort in sorrow.  

You respond in abundant provision. Thank you for your tender care of  us.  

Thank you for soothing the wounds of  this life. 

Thank you that in the presence of  enemies, especially the last enemy of  death, 

  you are with us, as Shepherd, Host, Home. 

Knowing your faithfulness in our lives, 

 we bring before you the lives of  others, the cares of  this world, 

 entrusting all things to your goodness and mercy. 

Bring healing to those who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. 

Bring release to those who are held captive by old hurts 

 or new bonds that oppress and entangle. 

Bring freedom to those unjustly accused, relief  to those burdened with debt, 

 comfort to all who suffer from abuse of  any kind. 

We pray for people living precariously in the midst of  war. 

Protect, we pray, citizens and soldiers alike, and teach us to put away our weapons, 

 taking up instead words of  peace and reconciliation.  
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By the power at work in Christ,  

 break down the walls of  hostility we build so that we may learn to live together graciously. 

We remember those living in the midst of  drought and famine. 

We pray for rain to fall and crops to grow, 

 and for generosity to overflow from our own hands and resources,  

 until all your children receive their daily bread; 

 until all your children have clean water to drink; 

 until all your children have adequate shelter and medical care. 

Compel us to be better stewards of  creation  

 so that our habitation is sustainable and responsible. 

Loving God, help us to see the world as you see it;  

 to see others as you see them; and to see ourselves rightly, too.  

Because you have come into this world for judgment, we can leave our judgments behind.  

Pursue us all with your goodness and faithful love until goodness  

 and faithful love fills every heart and informs every action.  

We pray these things in the name of  the one who came that we might see, 

  Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 *HYMN    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 1, 3 and 4 

1  Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 

 that saved a wretch like me! 

 I once was lost, but now am found, 

 was blind, but now I see. 

  

3  Through many dangers, toils and snares 

 I have already come: 

 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

 and grace will lead me home. 

 

4  The Lord has promised good to me, 

 his word my hope secures; 

 he will my shield and portion be 

 as long as life endures. 
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*BENEDICTION 

May the love of  God pursue you,  

the light of  Christ enfold you, 

and the Holy Spirit keep you; 

as you dwell in the house of  the Lord 

your whole life long. 

*POSTLUDE   

Liturgy from Feasting on the Word Year A and Wilderness Prayer, Call to Worship and Confession by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

and Worship Ways UCC.  Used with permission.  Music and Lyrics reprinted CCLI License #1065220 
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My grandfather was a good man, 

But he believed 

That wilderness emotions 

Were not to be seen. 

Cry with the door closed, 

Don’t dwell on the negative. 

Chin up, kid, 

We’ve been here before. 

My grandfather was a good man, 

But I’d like to say— 

The wilderness is here to interrupt your 

 previously-scheduled programming. 

Like water in the desert 

And setting the slaves free, 

The wilderness might be 

The very thing we need, 

The very thing we dream, 

The very thing we plead 

For. 

 

I guess what I’m trying to say is— 

It never seems appealing to let a bird 

 in the house, 

But if  you do, 

Then you might as well 

Open every window and door. 

And if  you do, 

Then you just might find yourself 

Basking in the light, 

Dancing in the breeze, 

Overwhelmed with the beauty 

That an open door brings. 

So I’m opening my door 

And inviting in the wind, 

To rustle up my heart 

And start over again. 

For sweeping the truth under the rug 

Has never gotten us far. 

So may the wilderness be like a 

Bird in your house. 



8 

W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 

www.LivingHopePCUSA.org   | 262-599-8341 | Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org 

Living Hope Presbyterian Church seeks to inspire and empower through the Gospel. 

Pastor:  Rev. Will Houts Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Quinn 

Email:   pastor@livinghopepcusa.org Hours:   Mon  & Fri 8:30-4:00  

Office  (262) 599-8340 Email:   office@livinghopepcusa.org          
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Session Members 

Dorothy Dieter, Barb Foy, Joe Fresch, Curtis MacDonald, Bruce Parker, Marcia Sinner 

Deacon Members  

(A-B) Tom Tennyson     (C-F) Karen Stephan                (G-K) Diane DeBoer—Moderator       

(L-O) Ann Tennyson    (P-R) LaVonne Gardner (S-Z) Ken DeBoer  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Larry Under the Bridge—will be packed today and delivered remotely (not in the 

church building. Donations for LUTB are always welcome. 

Bible Study and Prayer Group—are cancelled until after the next session meeting, 
April 3.  


