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MARCH 29, 2020  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

 WORSHIP AT 10 AM 

 

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: We have been in the wilderness— 

All: Discerning and working, seeking and dreaming. 

One: We have been in the wilderness— 

All: Grieving and wondering, praying and hoping. 

One: We have been in the wilderness— 

All: Longing and running, creating and waiting. 

One: We have been in the wilderness, but we have not been alone; for God walks with us, 

every step of  the way. 

All: So let us worship the God of  our darkest nights and our brightest days. 

One: Let us worship Holy God.  

CALL TO CONFESSION  

Remember that Jesus can sympathize with us in our weakness, since in every respect he 

was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with boldness approach the throne of  

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of  need. Let us confess 

our sin before God and one another.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION          

Gracious God, You invite us to plant a garden of  love and harmony, but we grow 

weeds of  prejudice and hatred. You invite us to sow joy and gratitude, but we scatter 

seeds of  greed and envy. You call us to tend the soil of  fear and denial, but instead 

we close our eyes and let the earth suffer. Forgive us. You invited us to plant a       

garden, and we lost ourselves in the wilderness. Clear our hearts. Breathe life into 

these weary bones and grant us a fresh start.  

Gratefully we pray,  [silent confession] Amen.  

L I V I N G  H O P E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Jesus is the resurrection and the life. In Christ there is light, there is life, there is hope. You 

are forgiven. You are given new life, eternal life that begins now. The Spirit of  Life is upon 

you. Go and share the good news. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

O Lord, we wait for you, and in your Word we trust. By the power of  your Spirit, set our 

hearts and minds on the source of  life and peace: Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.   

FIRST READING Psalm 130:1-8 

Out of  the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
2Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
 to the voice of  my supplications! 

3 If  you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
 Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, 
 so that you may be revered. 

5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord  
 more than those who watch for the morning, 
 more than those who watch for the morning. 

7O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is great power to redeem. 
8 It is he who will redeem Israel 
 from all its iniquities. 
  

SECOND READING John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of  Bethany, the village of  Mary and her sister Martha. 
2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of  God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus      
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answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of  daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of  this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble,       
because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has    
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if  he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is 
dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’ 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.    
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of  the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if  
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of  him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said 
to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her,     
‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to 
him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of  God, the one coming into the 
world.’ 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately,    
‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where    
Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said 
to him, ‘Lord, if  you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of  them 
said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of  the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of  the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her,    
‘Did I not tell you that if  you believed, you would see the glory of  God?’ 41So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of  the crowd standing here,      
so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of  cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45 Many of  the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. 
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SERMON “The Wilderness of  Grief ”      Will Houts 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of  heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

  born of  the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand 

   of  God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of  saints,  

  the forgiveness of  sins, 

  the resurrection of  the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

[The following printed prayers will not be used in the broadcast on Sunday, March 29 at 10 am. 

Please use for your home devotions as desired. ] 

One: Out of  the depths we cry to you, O Lord.   

All: Lord, hear our voices and be attentive to our prayers.  

One: We pray for those whose hope is lost, who feel dried up and cut off  from you. 

All: By your grace, open their graves; bring them back to the land of  the living. 

One: We pray for those who are oppressed, held captive by the power of  death. 

All: Release them from their chains; unbind them and let them go! 

One: We pray for those who weep, lost and lifeless in fear and regret.  

All: Grant them the peace of  your presence; show them what your love can do. 

One: We pray for those who are dying, the light of  life fading in their eyes. 
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All: Help them to believe in you so that they may live and never die. 

One: We pray for those close in our hearts and in our community. 

All:  (individual prayers spoken) 

One: We thank you, O Lord, for having heard our prayers. 

All: Enable us to trust in you, and thus to see your glory; through Jesus Christ,               

the resurrection and the life. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 *HYMN    Precious Lord, Take My Hand                                  #834 

Precious Lord, take my hand: 

Lead me on, help me stand 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, 

Lead me on to the light; 

take my hand, precious Lord,  lead me home. 

 

When my way grows drear, 

precious Lord, linger near 

when my life is almost gone, 

hear my cry, hear my call,  

hold my hand lest I fall;  

take my hand, precious Lord,  lead me home.   

 

*BENEDICTION 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the life, bless and keep you in 

this life and the life to come.  

*POSTLUDE   

Liturgy from Feasting on the Word Year A and Wilderness Prayer, Call to Worship and Confession by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sancti-

fiedart.org and www.rev-o-lution.org .  Used with permission.  Music and Lyrics reprinted CCLI License #1065220 
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I used to think the wilderness would never end. 

I called my mom and asked— 

“Does time really heal all wounds? 

Do the pieces ever fall back into place? 

Does the wilderness go on forever?” 

So she told me about the horizon. 

She said, “There is an edge, 

Where the earth meets the sky. 

And when you’re there, 

You will see daisies in the sidewalk 

And the sun after the rain.” 

I asked her to draw me a map 

And she cried, 

Because she knew this road was mine to walk, 

But she promised to wait for me, 

Day in and day out, 

For as long as the wilderness raged. 

So I walked. 

And it felt like forty days and it hurt 

 like forty nights. 

And I waved to the people I passed there 

 in the wilderness. 

We tipped our hats to one another, 

Silently recognizing the weight we 

 each carried, 

Until one day, I realized— 

The earth always kisses the sky. 

And this wilderness has turned into a garden, 

And I have made it out alive. 

And my mother hugged me, 

There at the earth’s edge. 

And she whispered in my ear, 

That God was that gardener, 

And that I had nothing to fear. 

So if  you ever ask for a map, 

Know that God and I will be planting seeds, 

Hoping to turn your wilderness into a garden. 

For as long as the wilderness rages on, 

I will never stop looking for you 

Where the earth kisses the sky.  
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Sunday Worship 

Dickson Hollow Residents: broadcast over the Dickson Hollow internal system (channel 966).  

To all: Zoom video conferencing 

   

Bulletins are available by the front desk of  Dickson Hollow or in your weekly email. Bulletin 
also available on our website at www.livinghopepcusa.org on the home page.  

 

Bible Study and Friday Prayers 

Bible Study and Friday Prayers will  resume this week, starting March 30, by phone meeting.  

Call in about 3-5 minutes before the group begins.  

   

   

Calendar for March 29-April 5, 2020 

Sunday 3/29 10:00 AM Worship   

Monday 3/30 9:30 –10:30 AM Bible Study 

   Readings: Matthew 21:1-11  and Matthew 26:6-47 

Friday 4/3 9:30-10:15 AM Prayer Group  

Sunday 4/5 10:00 AM Worship– Palm/Passion Sunday 

    

 

http://www.livinghopepcusa.org
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W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 

www.LivingHopePCUSA.org   | 262-599-8341 | Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org 

Living Hope Presbyterian Church seeks to inspire and empower through the Gospel. 

Pastor:  Rev. Will Houts Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Quinn 

Email:   pastor@livinghopepcusa.org Hours:   remote hours—no official office hours  

Office  (262) 599-8340 Email:   office@livinghopepcusa.org          

  Phone:  (262) 599-8341   

Director of Music:  Dr. Wallace Cheatham      

Clerk of Session: Kathryn Fresch 

Session Members 

Dorothy Dieter, Barb Foy, Joe Fresch, Curtis MacDonald, Bruce Parker, Marcia Sinner 

Deacon Members  

(A-B) Tom Tennyson     (C-F) Karen Stephan                (G-K) Diane DeBoer—Moderator       

(L-O) Ann Tennyson    (P-R) LaVonne Gardner (S-Z) Ken DeBoer  


