
  

Living Hope Presbyterian Church seeks to inspire and empower through the Gospel. 

Families often have a sort of system that      

allows them to function and be a cohesive 

group.  Some family therapists think of those 

things that contribute to these systems in three 

categories: rules, roles, and stories.  Rules are 

the spoke and, more often than not, unspoken 

guidelines about how people are supposed to 

act in the family, like everyone eats dinner   

together at the table with electronics turned 

off.  Roles are the set of behaviors that a      

particular person or set of people are          

supposed to do at given times, like the women 

are supposed to make the meal and the men 

clean up.  Stories, however, are the most inter-

esting, at least in my opinion.  Stories are the 

ways that meaning is 

within the system.  Who hasn’t hear a story 

about an ancestor and their peculiarities and 

then heard, “that just part of what being a [fill 

in the surname] is.” 

something of the rules and roles that are         

present in the family and also give meaning. 

Churches, unsurprisingly often act like           

families too.  We have rules, roles, and stories 

that guide and influence our actions as part    

of the congregation.  And part of my job as an 

interim pastor is to raise up these parts of our 

congregation so we know what is part of our 

organizational DNA and can make conscious 

choices if we want to continue following these 

parts of our system as they are currently       

occurring or actually change them to                 

something else.   

 Whether things change or not is not my main 

concern.  I’m actually more concerned that the 

good folks of this congregation know something 

about the rules, roles, and stories that they are 

choosing to living with.  This is because if you 

know more about the different parts of the            

family system you are living with, you have             

the power to adjust it if and when it is needed.  

Now, changing a family system, like a              

congregation, is not easy, it can take a lot of 

work and there will be lots of times that 

things will seem to go back to the old norm, 

but the good news in it is God is actually      

involved in this process all the time.  In the 

Exodus from Egypt, God actually took the 

time to help the Israelites to adjust to a brand 

new life.  The old ways had to be adjusted 

slowly, but surely, so that when they arrived 

in the Promised Land, they would be a new 

people, and they were. 

For us, as we continue the search for the next 

pastor, we have to remember that we are also 

in this transition period where we can adjust 

how we live with one another.  We can make 

our congregation function better for everyone 

and to be more faithful to the community God 

wants us to be.  And we can be more ready to 

change again when the next pastor arrives.

    

In Christ,  
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Worship News 

In recognition of World Communion Sunday, October 4, 

the Deacons are going to be distributing small loaves of 

bread and containers of juice to folks in the congregation 

so we can share of the “same loaf” that day.  The deacons 

will be reaching out to folks who are not at Dickson            

Hollow to coordinate a drop off day and time and make 

sure that we deliver gluten free bread if you prefer 

that.  For folks at Dickson Hollow, loaves of bread and 

bottles of juice will be available for pick up in the bistro 

on Friday, October 2nd.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact any of the deacons or Pastor 

Will.  

_________________________________________________________________ 

At the August Session Meeting, it was decided to not resume in-person worship 

throughout the rest of 2020. Session will revisit this again near the end of the year. 

Mission Giving August—September 

at Living Hope 

 

Mission Giving is still alive and well at Living Hope. 

We are collecting to send aid to those affected by 

Hurricane Laura through the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance.  

We also continue to collect contributions for local 

food pantries. The donations in the food bin at 

church will go to Falls Food Pantry.  

We will be sending monetary donations mailed in 

August and early September on “Match Day,”         

September 11, to the Waukesha Food Pantry.  

 

Just mark your envelope, check  or a note with your 

donation  - “Food Pantry” or “Hurricane Laura” and 

we will directly send 100% of your donations on. 
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Mondays at 9:30 AM  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 Lesson Date and Passages:             For Sunday: 

 9/7 No Bible Study—Labor Day (Romans 14:1-12; Exodus 14:19-31) 

 9/14 Philippians 1: 21-30;  Exodus 16:2-15    Sept 20 

 9/21 Philippians 2:1-13;  Exodus 17:1-7     Sept 27 

 9/28 Philippians 3:4b-14;  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20   Oct 4  

Bible Study 

Friday Prayer Group  
Every Friday at 9:30 AM 

 
Same Zoom Meeting information  

as Bible Study   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking Lot Prayer and Gather—at Living Hope 

September 20 from 3:30-4:30 PM 
(rain date is September 27 at the same time.) 

Join us for a time of prayer, scripture and fellowship. 
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Pastor Nominating Committee Update 

Last fall, the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was formed as a sub-committee of session.       

We began meeting weekly to collect data and write our Ministry Information Form (MIF). The MIF 

contains all the information pertinent to our congregation and our requirements for a pastor and      

is placed online on the Presbyterian Church’s Church Leadership Connection database. Matches    

between churches and pastors are made. Our search is not limited to Wisconsin but is nationwide.  

We are searching for a 20-25 hours per week, part time pastor.  

in or willing to accept a part time position is extremely limited. Therefore, to date, this has been a 

challenging search. We are open to a discussion with another church to ‘share’ a pastor or work with 

a pastor that has another part-time job. There are several configurations that might work for us and 

we are looking at everything, 

The PNC continues to be in contact regularly. With the onset of COVID in March and the related  

restrictions we took some time off but are back to meeting via Zoom/conference call/socially distant 

gatherings.  

In case you are interested in what we are looking for in a pastor, some of what we wrote for the MIF 

is below. Two questions from the MIF and the subsequent answers follow -  

 

Provide a description of the characteristics needed by the person who is open to being called to 
this congregation and/or organization. 

 The congregation of Living Hope Presbyterian Church is looking to call a pastor who can 

preach a sermon that inspires all to follow Jesus in their daily lives.  We would like someone 

with a teaching presence. This will require a strong knowledge of Christ and a personal        

relationship with Him in order to help us grow in our spiritual journeys. We need someone 

who has a strong passion for mission. We have always been a mission-driven congregation, 

seeking innovative and fresh ideas to guide us to go out beyond our walls and bring Christ’s 

love to the world through our mission work.  

 We are looking for someone who lives a life of faith that can inspire us to lead better lives.    

We are not looking for perfection, but instead for someone who is humble and remains aware 

of his/her own shortcomings; someone with a kind, helpful, patient, and empathetic heart.  

 Our new pastor will need strong leadership qualities. Organizational and management      

skills will be required for this part-time job. The person we call will have the ability to make 

decisions and the humility to know when an idea will not work. Courage, imagination, and 

flexibility are also qualities that will be needed when dealing with difficult or unanticipated 

events.  
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Another way to get the word out is through you! Do you know someone that might be interested in 

this position? Or have a friend that knows someone? Please send their contact information to us.   

One way you can help right now is to pray. Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they      

diligently do their work and pray for the pastor we will find. He or she is out there. We just need 

some divine intervention.  

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to email or call any of us.  (Phone numbers in 

church directory.) 

Thank you,  

Kathryn Fresch    Marcia Sinner    
Bruce Parker    Dorothy Dieter   
Dave Stephan    
 

Christian Education News 

I hope everyone has been staying well and sane during these past few months.  I had so many fun 

activities planned for spring when our lifestyles changed so abruptly!  I would like to try to have 

Sunday School via Zoom once a month during September, October and November and twice during 

December.  Most likely, aspects of the lesson will be mailed to students ahead of the class which will 

include discussion questions.  I'm not exactly sure what the lessons will "look like" yet or specific 

meeting dates.  The first meeting date will be towards the end of September and we will go from 

there.  This will be a new, and fun experience for all of us!!!   Have a great first week of school, 

whether it is virtual or in the classroom! 

 - Marcia Sinner, Chair, Christian Education Committee 

For what specific tasks, assignments, and programs areas will this person have responsibility? 

-   Lead worship on Sunday mornings as well as special services, preach and administer the    

sacraments, planning in conjunction with the worship committee, and utilizing church office 

resources.   

- Moderate meetings of the session and of the congregation, planned in consultation with the 

clerk of session. 

- Attend deacon meetings as a resource and provide pastoral care of the congregation in             

support of the board of deacons.   Administer the sacraments for homebound members              

in conjunction with the deacons. 

- Lead a weekly Bible study. 

- Support committees or ad-hoc groups of session. 

mailto:kathrynfresch@gmail.com
mailto:bruceparker3333@gmail.com
mailto:dstephan3@yahoo.com
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We are a connectional church…connected in faith            

to God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us that 

prayer connects us to the Divine…and to each other.   

Each month we list our faith community.  Every family 

has a date when we ask you to hold them in prayer. 

September Prayer Calendar 

1) Michael and Wendy Brady 

2) Dan, Allison and Christine Brankle 

3) Dub and Janet Brown 

4) Joanne Broyles 

5) Wallace and Faye Cheatham 

6) James and Julie Courtney 

7) Ellie Cummisford 

8) Mary Dalton  

9) Judy Dannenbrink 

10) The Datka Family 

11) Janet Davis 

12) Ken and Diane DeBoer 

13) Dorothy Dieter 

14) Elizabeth Ellis 

15) Barb Foy 

16) Joe and Kathryn Fresch 

17) LaVonne Gardner 

18) Marjorie Gauen 

19) Arleen Goranson  

20) Marge Harris 

21) Tom Hill 

22) Will and Traci Houts, Grace, Lauren, 

and Evan 

23) George and Valerie Huhnke 

24) Bernie and Judy Huizenga 

25) Bob Hutchings 

26) Barry and Thelma James 

27) Goldie and Ray Jones 

28) Joan Junek 

29) Minerva Kannass 

30) Kent and Mary Krueger 

 

 

October 

1) Amanda and Paul Lavoe, Ziva, Zion, 

and Zach 

2) Jerry Loebe 

3) Barbara Lovensheimer 

4) Curtis MacDonald 

5) Kathy Mathews 

6) Char Mattson 

7) Ginny Maurer 
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LIVING HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 

Office hours: remote—as needed  

www.LivingHopePCUSA.org 

 

Pastor: Rev. Will Houts  Email: Pastor@LivingHopePCUSA.org 

 Office: (262) 599-8340        

Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Quinn Email: Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org 

 Office: (262) 599-8341 

Clerk of Session:   Kathryn Fresch  

Director of Music:  Dr. Wallace Cheatham 

Session Members  

Dorothy Dieter, Barb Foy, Joe Fresch, Curtis MacDonald, Bruce Parker, Marcia Sinner 

 

Deacon Members (designated last names) 

(A-B) -   Tom Tennyson (G-K) -  Diane DeBoer– moderator  (P-R)  LaVonne Gardner 

(C-F) -  Karen Stephan  (L-O) - Ann Tennyson    (S-Z) - Ken DeBoer 

        

Did we miss your birthday or  

anniversary? Please let the office know 

so we can update our files. 


