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From the Pastor…
As I am writing this, we are coming into Holy Week. This year, as last, we will hold our services
virtually to continue to keep our community safer during the pandemic. As I mentioned in a
previous article, last year I figured we would take a couple of months off from worship in person
and be back together in the summer. Obviously that did not happen, and so we have a second
Easter Sunday that we are avoiding in person gatherings.
Some might say we are missing Easter yet again. But friends, that is not the case. You see, every
Sunday is a little Easter. Every Sunday, whether we gather in person, virtually, or do not make it
to church at all, is a celebration of the Resurrection. We remember God’s work in Jesus Christ that
brings forth a new creation.
Christian theologians have tied this idea of the new creation in Christ’s resurrection back to the
story of creation that we have in the first chapter of Genesis. There God creates the world from
nothing over the course of six days and on the seventh rests. During Holy Week, we see Christ
crucified on Friday (the sixth day of the week), in the tomb on Saturday (the seven day, where
God rests), and risen on the first day of the next week. But instead of calling Sunday the first day
of the week, Christians have thought of Sunday as the eighth day of creation, where God picks up
the work that was started earlier and continues this work until the end of time.
This one of the reasons we gather on Sundays rather than on the Sabbath (Saturday), because we
come together on the eighth day of creation, the day that God ceased resting from the work that
was begun in Genesis 1 and is now continuing in our lives and the life of the world in re-creating
us in the image of Christ.
So yes, we will miss having this celebration in person, but we will not miss Easter. Yes, Easter is a
day we mark on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal equinox. Easter is also a
church season that we live in during every spring for seven weeks that ends at Pentecost. But
most importantly, Easter is the state of the world today, where God’s new creation is coming to
life with Jesus’ resurrection being the first sign of that reality being born. When we gather
together again in person, it will still be Easter and we will not have missed it!
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

Session held a regular meeting on Sunday, March 21, 2021. Topics discussed:


Session discussed the Matthew 25 grant from the Presbytery and reviewed Mission Committee’s
motions to focus on food resources. More information on how we will become a Matthew 25
congregation will be coming soon.



The Pastor Search Group is still looking for candidates for Pastor and other congregations to
partner with. If you have any thoughts, please contact someone on either session or the Search
Group.



Session decided at the meeting to resume in-person worship on May 16th. This will give time
for a vast majority (assumed 85-90%+) of the congregation to be fully vaccinated and have the
two week waiting period over.


The exact form of this is going to be determined at the Worship Committee meeting
that will occur on April 12th.



The following practices in place:
Masks required, Social distancing of family units
Remote options will still be in use
Singing (if any) will not include the congregation



Other details will be communicated once decided.

FINANCIAL UPDATE - As of February 28, 2021
Actual

Budget

Fav/(Unfav)
Variance

Total Income - YTD

$ 18,833.36

$ 16,544.00

$ 2,289.36

Total Expense - YTD

$ 25,240.17

$ 24,036.00

$ (1,204.17)

Net Income - YTD February 28, 2021

$ (6,406.81)

$ (7,492.00)

$ 1,085.19

Unrestricted Funds as of February 28, 2021

$357,754.04

Session would like to thank everyone who has contributed
their per capita for 2021. This year has seen the highest
percentage of folks covering their per capita in memory.
Per capita is a contribution that our congregation makes
to the Presbytery of Milwaukee, Synod of Lakes and Prairies, and General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) for shared ministry. Our congregation’s contribution is based on the
active membership numbers. Your thoughtful stewardship is a blessing to the congregation and
the broader church. Thank you!
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Monday Bible Study
Mondays at 9:40 AM

Bible Study

Join us for a discussion in Fellowship Hall or watch on
Channel 966 about the coming Sunday’s lectionary readings.

Lesson Date and Passages:
4/5
1 John 1:1-2:2; Acts 4:32-35
4/12
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
4/19
No Bible Study
4/26
1 John 4:7-21; Acts 8:26-40

Friday Prayer
Group

For Sunday:
April 11
April 18
May 2

Every Friday at 9:30 AM
Start the weekend off with prayer in our community.
1) Call in on any of these numbers with your phone:
+1 (312) 626-6799 (Chicago #).
+1 (346) 248-7799 US (Houston, TX)
Meeting ID # - 233 809 0285 Password: 1234

2) ZOOM Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2338090285?pwd=b0kxODhIOU9HVEFOZmI2SEd6eEQ3QT09

Friday Church History Study
Fridays at 10:00 AM
Join us for a discussion in Fellowship Hall or watch on Channel 966. We start
the second book in March—The Story of Christianity– Part 2.

Date

Chapters

Page Numbers
1984 ed

2010 ed

April 2

Off

April 9

The Reformation Review

April 16
April 23

An Age of Dogma and Doubt through The Puritan Revolution
Off

128-163

167-210

April 30

Catholic Orthodoxy through The Spiritualist Option

164-204

211-258
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We are a connectional church…connected in faith
to God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us that
prayer connects us to the Divine…and to each other.
Each month we list our faith community. Every family
has a date when we ask you to hold them in prayer.

April Prayer Calendar
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April Birthdays

Did we miss your birthday or
anniversary? Please let the office know
so we can update our files.

The Care and Concern of the Congregation is with:

Sunday School students and teachers have been meeting before worship via Zoom. We invite
anyone to join our conversation—just log into the Worship link at 9 AM .

Our April Schedule: April 11 and 25
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One Great Hour of Sharing

Easter Sunday, April 4

First Sunday Food Pantry Collection
As Deacons call you next week and schedule a time
to deliver your communion elements, they will
collect any NON-PERISHABLE food donations for
the Waukesha and Falls Area Food Pantries.
The Collection Bin at Dickson Hollow is in our
Gathering Space—just through the doors of the
Chapel/Fellowship Hall.
Please mark any monetary donations “Food Pantry” and they will be split between the two
pantries we support.
Thank you for your continued generosity—food pantries have continued to have more and
more people to feed every month.

LIVING HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051
Office hours: remote—as needed
www.LivingHopePCUSA.org
Pastor: Rev. Will Houts

Email: Pastor@LivingHopePCUSA.org
Office: (262) 599-8340 Cell: (262) 949-1830
Email: Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org
Office: (262) 599-8341

Administrative Assistant: Lisa Quinn
Clerk of Session: Kathryn Fresch
Treasurer:
Steve Sinner
Director of Music: Dr. Wallace Cheatham

Session Members
Michael Brady, Dorothy Dieter, Barb Foy, Joe Fresch, Kathryn Fresch, Curtis MacDonald, Bruce Parker

Deacon Members (designated last names)
(A-B) - Tom Tennyson
(C-F) - Karen Stephan

(G-K) - Diane DeBoer– moderator
(L-O) - Cherie Andrus
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(P-R) LaVonne Gardner
(S-Z) - Ken DeBoer

