Living Hope Presbyterian Church seeks to inspire and empower through the Gospel.

From the Pastor…

February 2021 Newsletter

This month we come to the annual congregational meeting. Last year when we met, everything
was business as usual. Little did we know that a little over a month later all our usual business
was going to be upended by a little microscopic strand of DNA with a protective coating.
Things have shifted immensely in the past eleven months since COVID hit. We’ve all learned
more about using technology. We’ve figured out how to adjust our routines to reduce our times
out and about in the community. We’ve made choices about getting together with friends and
family to reduce the risk of spreading this virus.
As a church, the changes have also had significant impacts. We quickly figured out how to use
Zoom to stream our worship services. We experimented with options of how to share worship
and Bible study with folks at Dickson Hollow. We learned that meetings via Zoom should not
last more than an hour because everyone checks out at that point. But it’s more than just the ways
that we adjusted what we always have done that has impressed me. We’ve also expanded the
ministry that we are doing. We are checking in with one another on a more regular basis than we
have before. The deacons took on the distribution of communion bread and juice to folks once a
quarter. Our Bible study group decided that they wanted to learn more about the history of the
church, so we added a Friday morning study that has gotten through to the middle ages and how
the church has adapted and changed over the millennia.
Through it all folks have remained faithful in their giving of themselves. We have folks willing to
take care of things that need to get done. We have people who have stepped forward to show
care and concern to one other. We also have had people very generous with their financial
support. Because we have been very careful with our expenses during this time, and we have
members and friends who went over and above, our budget is actually finishing 2020 with a
surplus when you consider it on a cash basis. In this year when other congregations have seen
donations drop 30% or more, we’ve actually seen a small, but significant increase. This is a
testament to the amazing hearts that are present in our congregation.
As we look forward to the coming year, we are thankful that we will be able to resume in person
gatherings. When exactly that will be, we don’t know, but hopefully by this fall (or sooner). And
when we do, we will have much to be grateful for, especially all of the gifts that we have
discovered over the course of this topsy turvy year brought to us by COVID, and inspired by the
presence of God.

In Christ,

Lent 2021
In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt
again, we lament again, we mess up again. Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross
repeats —every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the powerful choose corruption and
violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, “Again?!
How long, O God?”
And yet, in the midst of the motion blur chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: “I
choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.” Again and again, God breaks the cycle and
offers us a new way forward. This theme provides a clear invitation in a time when much is
unclear. Even if worshiping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers, our
dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. Even if from a distance, we will continue to be community
to one another—especially when it’s hard—by choosing each other over and over again. We
will continue to love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us.
Our sub-theme, A Lenten Refrain, speaks to the ways God can make music of our lives.
“Refrain” also reminds us that Lent is a season of abstaining from certain or harmful practices
in order to take on new rhythms and habits.
In this season, we need rituals—both old and new—to remember and be transformed.
Embodied practice builds muscle memory.
Repetition helps retrain our neural pathways.
We need the 46 days of Lent because this season shapes us into more faithful disciples. Join us
this Lent as again and again, we bring all of who we are to God and trust that God will meet
us, time and a gain, along the way.

As you leave this space,
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness.
May your arms hold those in need.
May your feet walk toward justice.
May your heart trust its worth.
May your soul dance in God’s grace.
And may this be your rhythm—
Again and again and again,
Until God’s promised day.
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself,
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace.
Amen.
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Pastor Search Work Group Update
The traditional method to find a pastor in the PC(USA) is to use the denomination’s search data
base. We submitted our Ministry Information Form (MIF) for the data base early in 2020. Finding
a part-time pastor is not easy. Those searching for such a position are few and far between. Our
MIF has been viewed 148 times, which sounds promising, but moving for part-time work is not
usually popular.
So, we have done some thinking ‘outside of the box’. Some of these efforts included:


contacting the religious leaders in SE WI for the UCC, ELCA, and RCA to find out if
there were churches in our area willing to ‘share a pastor,’



contacting all neighboring presbyteries,



sending letters to all churches in our presbytery also searching for a part-time pastor,
asking about the possibility of sharing a pastor, holding a zoom meeting with some of
these folks to share information,



contacting colleges, universities, and seminaries near SE WI,



and more.

Our next meeting is scheduled for early February. A full report appears in the 2020 Annual
Report.
What can you do to help? PRAY!!!!!! We covet your prayers. Pray for the search committee
members, and their work, and the pastor we are searching for. Also, if you know of anyone that
might be interested in our part-time position or know someone that knows someone, please let
one of us know.
Kathryn Fresch and Marcia Sinner, co-chairs of Pastor Search Work Group
Members: Dorothy Dieter, Bruce Parker, and Dave Stephan
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Zoom Class
Sunday School students and teachers have been meeting
before worship via Zoom. We invite anyone to join our
conversation—just log into the Worship link at 9 AM on
February 7 and 21

Mission Project—Presbyterian Giving Catalog
The Sunday School Students purchased $1,040 worth of gifts from the Presbyterian Giving Catalog.
They selected items that represent things they are personally interested in supporting. They bought:
Sewing Machine

Emergency Life Pack

Refugee Food Basket

Winter Heating Fuel for Refugees Garden Well (share)

Water Filter

Family Nutrition Starter Pack

Cow (share)

Family of Chickens

Grain Bank (share)

Farming Tools

Sapling Set

Educate a Child

WASH Aid (water, sanitation and hygiene) share

Supplies for Displaced Students

Arts Education for Young People of Color

If you have any questions, please contact Marcia at 262-827-9273. Thank you in advance for your
support!!! - Marcia Sinner, Chair, Christian Education Committee

FINANCIAL UPDATE - As of December 31, 2020
Actual

Budget

Fav/(Unfav)
Variance

Total Income - YTD

$131,849.00

$ 92,809.00

$ 39,040.00

Total Expense - YTD

$139,595.26

$ 142,878.00

$ 3,282.74

Net Income - YTD Decemer 31, 2020

$ (7,746.26)

$ (50,069.00)

$ 42,322.74

Unrestricted Funds as of December 31, 2020

$325,636.95
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Monday Bible Study

Bible Study

Mondays at 9:40 AM
Join us for a discussion in Fellowship Hall or watch on
Channel 966 about the coming Sunday’s lectionary readings.
( If we cannot meet in person, the Bible Study
will become a Zoom Meeting.)

Lesson Date and Passages:
2/1
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1: 29-39
2/8
2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9
2/15
Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22 ; Mark 1:9-15
2/22
Psalm 22:23-31; Mark 8:31-9:8
3/1
1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22

Friday Prayer
Group

For Sunday:
2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28
3/7

Every Friday at 9:30 AM
Start the weekend off with prayer in our community.

1) Call in on any of these numbers with your phone:
+1 (312) 626-6799 (Chicago #).
+1 (346) 248-7799 US (Houston, TX)
Meeting ID # - 233 809 0285 Password: 1234

2) ZOOM Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2338090285?pwd=b0kxODhIOU9HVEFOZmI2SEd6eEQ3QT09

Friday Church History Study
Fridays at 10:00 AM
Join us for a discussion in Fellowship Hall or watch on Channel 966.( If we cannot meet in person,
the Church History Study will become a Zoom Meeting.)
Date
Feb 5, 2021
Feb 12, 2021

Chapters

Page Numbers
1984 ed

2010 ed

342-377

407-446

378-412

447-486

Medieval Christianity Review
In Quest of Reformation through Renaissance and Humanism

Feb 19, 2021

Spain and the New World through The Portuguese Enterprise

Feb 26 2021

The Dawn of Reformation Review
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Did we miss your birthday or
anniversary? Please let the office know
so we can update our files.

We continue to give to our two area food pantries—
financially and with food donations. We send
monetary donations once a month to each food
pantry from your extra donations you send in.
Thank you for your continued generosity—food
pantries have continued to have more and more
people to feed every month..

The Care and Concern of the Congregation is with:
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Sundays in January
Sun, Feb 7— 9:00 am
10 am

Sunday School
Worship with
Communion— please
prepare elements at home

Sun, Feb 14— 10 am
After

Worship
Annual Meeting

Wed, Feb 17—

Ash Wed Worship

Sun, Feb 21—9:00 am
10 am

Sunday School
Worship
Session Meeting
Worship

Sun, Feb 28— 10 am

Worship Continues Remotely
Session has decided that we will
continue offering worship via Zoom
at this point in order to keep people
healthy. We will continue with remote
worship until a vaccine is widely
distributed. While we all prefer
worship in person, we also want to
keep everyone safe and COVID
free. The session will continue to
revisit this on a regular basis, but we
want to take all precautions to reduce
the risk of spreading infection.

LIVING HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051
Office hours: remote—as needed
www.LivingHopePCUSA.org
Pastor: Rev. Will Houts

Email: Pastor@LivingHopePCUSA.org
Office: (262) 599-8340 Cell: (262) 949-1830
Email: Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org
Office: (262) 599-8341

Administrative Assistant: Lisa Quinn
Clerk of Session: Kathryn Fresch
Treasurer:
Steve Sinner
Director of Music: Dr. Wallace Cheatham

Session Members
Michael Brady, Dorothy Dieter, Barb Foy, Joe Fresch, Kathryn Fresch, Curtis MacDonald, Bruce Parker

Deacon Members (designated last names)
(A-B) - Tom Tennyson
(C-F) - Karen Stephan

(G-K) - Diane DeBoer– moderator
(L-O) - Cherie Andrus
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(P-R) LaVonne Gardner
(S-Z) - Ken DeBoer

