Living Hope Presbyterian Church seeks to inspire and empower through the Gospel.

Announcing our Pastor for 2022…

November 2021 Newsletter

From the Pastor Search Committee
The Pastor Search Committee (a sub-committee of session) began meeting in the Fall of 2019. We
met weekly to collect data and write our Ministry Information Form (MIF). The MIF contains all
the information pertinent to our congregation and our desired specifications for a pastor. The MIF
was then placed online on the Presbyterian Church’s Church Leadership Connection database.
Matches between churches and pastors are made. Our search was not limited to Wisconsin but
was nationwide.
We worked closely with the Presbytery of Milwaukee as a search committee is supposed to do. We
had several liaisons through our 2-year search and many, many meetings, in person and on Zoom.
The last year or so Rachel Yates, the Executive Director of the Presbytery of Milwaukee was our
direct contact. We were in contact with Rachel at least twice a month.
We had about 15 pastor information forms come our way from the database and other contacts.
We read through and discussed the information forms, and then contacted 7 pastors. 5 of these 7
had already taken new jobs or were not interested in moving. We did a telephone interview with 1
pastor and determined we were not a fit.
As the traditional method of searching did not lead us to a match, even after about 250 ‘hits’ on the
database, we began exploring other options. Some of those included:







contacted the religious leaders in SE WI for the UCC, ELCA, and RCA to find out if
there were churches in our area willing to ‘share a pastor’
contacted all neighboring presbyteries
sent letters to all churches in our presbytery also searching for a part-time pastor,
asking about the possibility of sharing a pastor, held a Zoom meeting with some to
share information, and had a few telephone conversations with others
contacted colleges, universities, and seminaries near SE WI, and more.

Every step of the process we prayed. The congregation prayed for us. The presbytery prayed for
us. The committee really appreciates the patience and prayers and support as we worked through
the search process.

While the committee was meeting and searching, in addition to being our transitional pastor for the
past 4 years, the Rev. Will Houts was working on completing his PhD from UW-Madison. Will is
scheduled to graduate with a PhD in December. Due to Covid and the state of the world, Will has
not been able to find a full-time job in the area within his field of expertise. Additionally, he and
Tracy prefer not to move out of SE Wisconsin with 3 children in school.
In early October, the search committee met with Will and discussed the option of Will staying on as
pastor. Will is excited at the opportunity. It is a mutually beneficial arrangement. It means no big
change for the congregation, stability at this point in the second year of a pandemic is a good thing.
The committee prayerfully considered this option, and on October 17, the committee met with the
session and presented our proposed plan to have Will continue as Pastor of Living Hope
Presbyterian Church. The proposal was met with 100% approval. Will has committed to staying at
least 3 years, on a year-to-year contract basis (which is normal for a position like this.)
On October 24, the committee reported the above to the congregation. The report was met with a
round of applause.
With the writing of this report the search committee has concluded its work.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kathryn Fresch and Marcia Sinner, co-chairs
Dorothy Dieter, Bruce Parker and David Stephan

Dedication Sunday—November 14
As we come into this stewardship season, we invite you—
members, affiliates, friends—to join us in prayerfully
considering how you will participate in the life of Living
Hope in the next year and Come Together around Jesus
our Savior. Please consider how you will share of your
time, talents, and treasures during this time.
How will things change over the next year? Honestly, we
don’t know. But we do know that we will continue to
Come Together through the grace of God and the love of
Jesus that surpasses all of our expectations.
If you did not receive a pledge card or need another one,
please ask Will or an usher today.
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Did You Know that We Have Affiliate Membership?
If you are a regular attender here at Living Hope, but have a congregation that you have been a member at
for a long time and don’t want to change your membership, you can become an Affiliate Member of Living
Hope.
Affiliate membership recognizes the relationship that you have with Living Hope without having to give up
the relationship that you have with your congregation. Unfortunately, being an affiliate member doesn’t
allow you to serve on the session (church board) or as a deacon, but there are many other ways that you
can get involved here at Living Hope.
If you have questions about or are interested in Affiliate Membership, please talk with Pastor Will or one of
the members of the session. If you decide that you would like to join as an affiliate member, we will send a
letter to your home congregation letting them know about your desire to become an affiliate member and
that we are here to help them as they continue to care for you as a member of their congregation. We will
also have a new members class in January, where we will talk more about what it means to be a Presbyterian
and also go over the details of both full membership and affiliate membership.

Poinsettia Order Form
As we plan for our Advent and Christmas season, we again offer for you to
contribute toward this beautiful display by donating any amount toward
the Poinsettia Fund. Donations above the cost of the plants will be
donated to a charity selected by Mission/Session. This form can be used to
designate “in honor of” or “in memory of.”

Your name:___________________________________________________________________
Given in memory of : ___________________________________________________________
Given in honor of:______________________________________________________________
Donation amount: $____________
Donation (checks or cash) must accompany your order. Please place this donor form and
payment in the offering plate, or give to Lisa in the church office. Donations are accepted until
Monday, December 20, 2021 to have your loved ones included in the Memory/Honor page.
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Monday Bible Study

Bible Study

Mondays at 9:45 AM
Join us for a discussion in Fellowship Hall or watch on
Channel 966 about the coming Sunday’s lectionary readings.

November 1

Hebrews 9:24-28; Luke 7:6-48

November 8

Psalm 122:1-9; Acts 2:41-47

November 15

Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Luke 17:11-19

November 22

TBA

November 29

TBA

Every Friday at 9:30 AM in person

Friday Prayer
Group

We meet every Friday in August
in the Learning Center of Living Hope
(the classroom at the end of the church hallway)

FINANCIAL UPDATE - As of September 30, 2021
Actual

Budget

Fav/(Unfav)
Variance

Total Income - YTD

$ 93,363.71

$ 74,448.00

$ 18,915.71

Total Expense - YTD

$112,790.59

$ 109,656.00

$ (3,134.59)

Net Income - YTD September 30, 2021

$ (19,426.88)

$ (35,208.00)

$ 15,781.12

Unrestricted Funds as of September 30, 2021

$348,246.00
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

31 Reformation

1

2

3

4

5

6

10 AM Worship Zoom, Ch 966
and In-Person

9:45 AM Bible
Study—FH

7 All Saints

8

9:30 AM Prayer
Group—LC

9

10

11

15

10 AM Worship Zoom, Ch 966
and In-Person

9:45 AM Bible
Study—FH
11 AM—Worship
Meeting

21

22

8:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship Zoom, Ch 966
and In-Person
11:30 AM Session-LC

9:45 AM Bible
Study—FH

28 Advent 1

29

13

9:30 AM Prayer
Group—LC

10 AM Worship - with
9:45 AM Bible
communion
Study—FH
Zoom, Ch 956
and In-Person
11:15 AM Deacon Meeting

14

12

16

17

18

19

20

9:30 AM Prayer
Group—LC
6:30 pm Finance

23

24
.

25

26

Office closed

no Prayer
Group

27

Office Closed

30

1 December

10 AM Worship Zoom, Ch 966
and In-Person

2

3
9:30 AM Prayer
Group—LC

5

4

We are a connectional church…connected in faith
to God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us that
prayer connects us to the Divine…and to each other.
Each month we list our faith community. Every family
has a date when we ask you to hold them in prayer.

November Prayer Calendar
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November Birthdays

Thank Offering
On Sunday, November 21,
we will dedicate the 2021
Thank Offering. This offering
supports grants to fund
programs that provide education, relief from
disasters, safe housing, cooking instruction,
training for justice and advocacy work, and more.
Won’t you help to alleviate the suffering of
others? You may use a Thank Offering Envelope
or mark your check or envelope “THANK”
Thank you for your generosity.

Office Hours:
Lisa’s hours: Tu and Wed 8:30-12:30, remote
email access the rest of the week

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?
Please let the office know so we can
update our files.

Please call Will on his cell phone for an
appointment and hours that week.

The Care and Concern of the Congregation is with:
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NOVEMBER 14

NOVEMBER 7
All Saints Sunday
Daylight Saving Ends

Dedication Sunday

First Sunday Food Pantry

Bruce Bush Quintet

NOVEMBER 21

NOVEMBER 28

Christ the King/ Thanksgiving
First Sunday of Advent
Thank Offering
Look for your Advent
Devotionals at church to
pick up or in the mail.

LIVING HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
W156 N4881 Pilgrim Road, Menomonee Falls WI 53051
Office hours: remote—as needed
www.LivingHopePCUSA.org
Pastor: Rev. Will Houts

Email: Pastor@LivingHopePCUSA.org
Office: (262) 599-8340 Cell: (262) 949-1830
Email: Office@LivingHopePCUSA.org
Office: (262) 599-8341

Administrative Assistant: Lisa Quinn

Clerk of Session: Kathryn Fresch
Treasurer:
Steve Sinner

Session Members
Michael Brady, Dorothy Dieter, Barb Foy, Joe Fresch, Kathryn Fresch, Curtis MacDonald, Bruce Parker

Deacon Members (designated last names)
(A-B) - Tom Tennyson
(C-F) - Karen Stephan

(G-K) - Diane DeBoer– moderator
(L-O) - Cherie Andrus
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(P-R) LaVonne Gardner
(S-Z) - Ken DeBoer

